With the end of smallpox in sight, documentation of its occurrence before eradication was thought to be of utmost importance. Although the experience of one small village and one institutional outbreak within the municipio of Sao Paulo have been described (1-3), a descriptive review of the occurrence of the disease over an extended period of time has never been published. Detailed riod, 65 were fatal, with a 1.1 percent case-fatality rate indicative of variola minor.
It is important to note that half of the 53 deaths since 1950 were of infants under 1 year old. The case fatality rate for infants (9.0) was 15 times greater than the rate for all others (0.6). Cases and deaths are summarized by 5-year periods in  table 3 .
The rates for Sao Paulo were much like the annual case-fatality rates for the United States from 1913 to 1933, which ranged from 0.3 to 2.2 percent (14) . In Venezuela the case-fatality rate for 1940-64 was 1.8 percent, with a higher mortality also reported for those less than 1 year old (10) . Although a detailed age distribution was not included for the 13,686 cases of variola minor studied by Marsden, 10 of the 34 patients in this series who died were infants (15 The annual case-fatality rate ranged from 0.4 to 2.4 percent, with an overall rate of 1.1 percent, indicative of variola minor. More detailed analysis by age showed the case-fatality rate for infants to be 15 times greater than the rate for all other age groups.
